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Vol. 10 DECEMBER, 1947 Number 1
EDITORIAL
NEW EDITORS
This will introduce the two Marguerites 
of Seattle, who will serve jointly as your 
new Coast-to-Coast editors: Marguerite 
Gibb, CPA, whose certificate dates from 
November 1947, and Marguerite Reimers, 
CPA, who received her certificate in May 
1947.
Miss Gibb has her own practice and also 
teaches accountancy at the Hazel Milbourn 
School of Business, while Miss Reimers is 
joining the firm of Griffith, Wiles and 
Hagelbarger, CPA’s, on December first.
Both have been active officers and mem­
bers of Seattle Chapter ASWA for a num­
ber of years, Miss Reimers being a charter 
member. Both are members of the Wash­
ington State Society of CPA’s and both 
have made application for membership in 
the American Institute of Accountants.
Miss Gibb is interested in the field of 
creative writing, while Miss Reimers has 
had experience in preparing newspaper 
publicity for organizations and community 
projects.
The Idea Exchange column likewise has 
a new editor in the person of Phyllis M. 
Haan of Grand Rapids, Michigan.
Miss Haan is a past director and program 
chairman of Grand Rapids chapter ASWA 
and serves at present on the educational 
committee. She is a member of Quota Club, 
treasurer of Grand Rapids Business 
Women’s Club, and a member of the Co­
ordinating Committee of Grand Rapids 
business clubs.
She is a field instructor for Burroughs 
Adding Machine Company, which she has 
served for fourteen years. Her functions 
are, among other things, to analyze old 
systems and to sell and install new ones. 
Her work should be a fertile field for the 
development of ideas. One of these, a 
most expeditious method of sorting can­
celed checks or other numbered paper, she 
contributed to the Idea Exchange column 
of our April 1947 issue.
We express grateful appreciation for the 
splendid service rendered for two years 
by Paula Reinisch and Emily Berry as 
the previous editors of these two columns.
NEW HONORS FOR HELOISE BROWN
Following her election to the presidency 
of AWSCPA, Heloise Brown was selected 
by the Business and Professional Women’s 
Club of Houston, of which she is a member, 
as Houston’s outstanding business woman 
of the year. The activities following this 
selection entailed her participation in two 
radio programs and several dinners and 
other functions given by Houston’s various 
clubs.
In further recognition of her accomplish­
ments, radio station KTHT, which each 
Sunday devotes fifteen minutes to an out­
standing person through a program en­
titled “An Orchid to You,” saluted Heloise 
over the air with a fifteen-minute tribute— 
and an orchid delivered simultaneously 
at her door.
We rejoice that Houston thinks as highly 
of AWSCPA’s new president as we do.
AMERICAN INSTITUTE CONVENTION
Fifteen members of AWSCPA attended 
the convention of the American Institute 
of Accountants held in Miami November 
3-6, including the president, vice president, 
three past presidents, and two former 
treasurers. The program, the weather, the 
exotic topography of Miami Beach, and the 
unusual social events all contributed to a 
rare treat.
NOTES ON LEGISLATION
The New York County Lawyers Asso­
ciation has appealed the decision of the 
Supreme Court of New York in the Bercu 
case.
The Administrative Practitioners Act, 
which was still in committee when Con­
gress adjourned, has aroused a great deal 
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of opposition among non-lawyer practition­
ers and governmental agencies concerned, 
including the Interstate Commerce Com­
mission, the Federal Security Agency, the 
National Labor Relations Board, the Rail­
road Retirement Board, and many others. 
Forthright opposition to the bill declares it 
to be a veiled attempt to restrict the lay 
practitioner to the least possible participa­
tion in agency proceedings.
IS ACCOUNTING WORTH WHILE?
Sometimes the question is asked if the 
reward for women in the accounting field 
is commensurate with the hard work, effort 
and sacrifice. That is a question which has 
been asked about every profession, and ap­
plies to men as well as to women. Account­
ing is not a get-rich-quick scheme. There 
are, as we all know, fields in which small 
abilities may hit upon great rewards. In 
accounting, as in all professions, part of 
the reward is in the knowledge of construc­
tive work honestly done. The professions 
are not an easy life but provide a rich one 
to those who belong in them.
ENGLISH FOR THE ACCOUNTANT
The rules governing the proper con­
struction of sentences and effective use of 
words should be so thoroughly familiar to 
those who aim to write well that their 
employment becomes second nature.
To be sure, in the perusal of much present 
day literature we find violations of some of 
the rules set down in books on grammar. 
Even the classics seem at times a little care­
less in this respect. We shall never attain 
greatness, however, by imitating the weak­
nesses of the great; our only hope is in 
striving to comprehend and equal their 
perfections. Their occasional errors seem 
graceful only because they are softened by 
the high merit of their other work.
Closer conformity to the rules of con­
struction is required in accountants’ re­
ports than in certain other forms of ex­
pression, for obvious reasons. In a com­
position written merely to give pleasure 
the author may omit words, suggest rather 
than state, and use other devices for obtain­
ing dramatic effect. Even though the 
passage be vague or inaccurate, no great 
harm is done. But an accountant’s report 
is something which becomes a permanent 
record, may be used in court years later, 
and is always binding on the firm which 
signs it as to the accuracy of the statements 
it contains. If anything in it is vague, 
inaccurate, or subject to more than one 
interpretation, serious trouble may result.
For this reason a thorough grounding in 
the principles which govern the employment 
of correct, vigorous English is essential 
to the production of good reports.
Jennie M. Palen
Plato, in his “Minos,” informs us that 
the first laws of nations were composed in 
verse. That this mode of promulgation was 
in use among the ancient Greeks, the word 
nornos, which signifies both law and a song, 
is direct proof; and Aristotle, inquiring 
into the reason of this conformity of names 
between two such different objects, gives 
this express reason, that before the use of 
writing it was customary to keep the laws 
in remembrance by singing them; and this, 
according to the same author, was the 
custom of many different nations. The laws 
of the ancient inhabitants of Spain were 
all in verse, as were likewise the laws of 




The June 1947 issue of The Accountants 
Digest contains reprints of the following 
articles from the April issue of The Woman 
C.P.A.:
Deduction of Future Estimated Costs, 
by Mary Lanigar.
Detection of Irregularities—an editorial.
The initial issue of The Accounting Semi­
nar, published by Long Island University, 
contains an article by Jennie M. Palen en­
titled “The Woman Accountant — Her 
Future.”
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